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If you needed proof of the work the 
Community Development Corpora-
tion of Butler County does, simply look 

around. 

Look at the industrial parks on Kriess Road 
and Victory Road. Look at the many who 
are employed in East Butler at the industrial 
parks there. Shop at Gabe’s or Joann Fabrics 
at Pullman Square and you are enjoying the 
work of the CDC.

Not the other CDC, the one we’ve been 
hearing from this past year about COVID-19, 
but the one where its mission is to revitalize 
Butler County. In a little more than 50 years, 
the nonprofi t CDC has been at the helm of a 
lot of changes.

“The reason the 
CDC exists is to 
help with buildings, 
infrastructure and 
workforce within 
the community,” said 
Joe Saeler, executive 
director of the CDC. 
“The biggest thing 
we focus on is envi-
ronmental: brown-
fi elds, companies 

that have left the area. We 
try to revitalize those areas 
to recreate tax-based build-
ings along with jobs for the 
community.”

A recent example of 
what the CDC does is the 
sale of the AK Steel Plant 
2 along Bantam Avenue, 
which recently was sold to 
Cincinnati-based Capital 
Environment Risk Transfer 
Alliance for $2.6 million.

“That would be a perfect example,” Saeler 
said. “AK Steel no longer needed the build-
ing, they (closed) the building off, so we will 
revitalize that area so that it becomes usable 
again to the community. The last thing we 
want is just a building sitting there because, 
as the years come on, it will just deteriorate.”

That’s only one slice of the CDC pie, 
however.

“We’ve done a lot of infrastructure up-
grades throughout Butler County, including 
water, sewer, roads, building rehabs,” Saeler 
said. “We offer a lot of grants through our 
offi ces along with fi nancial assistance for 
businesses.”

Many grants, many sources
That important grant money, used for 

myriad community projects, comes from 
myriad places.

“Grants come from all over,”  Saeler said. 
“They can come from federal. They can come 
from the state. They can come from the 
county, from within. We look at where the 
grant is coming from and then at the avenue 
it takes to get the money to where it needs 
to go.”

Last year alone, the CDC secured $6 mil-
lion to $8 million in grants for projects, and 
another $2.7 million from the CARES Act for 
small-business grants. The CARES money 
came through the county.

One of the CDC’s big-ticket jobs is con-
vincing industry to move into the area. Saeler 
said Butler County has a reputation for hav-
ing a ready workforce, good infrastructure 
such as roads and utilities, to name a couple, 
and land ready for new use. When the phone 
rings, Saeler answers the call, because it 
often is a company’s leadership looking for a 
place to grow.

“We help with the building plans,” he 

said. “We help with the permit processing. 
We look at stormwater, all the utilities to 
the building. We fi nally execute to sell the 
property or lease it. Then from there we’ll 
help them build the building until they get 
moved in.”

The process can take years. In the case of 
Bayer’s plans to build a 220,000- square-foot 
distribution center on Victory Road — one 
of Saeler’s favorites these days — talks began 
more than three years ago on that project. 
Ground was broken at the beginning of April.

Saeler said there is one major factor for 
placing a new company or industry in Butler 
County, and it has to be considered.

“A lot of times when we look at sights, we 
have to start with what municipality we’re in, 
and then what’s the zoning and where does it 
best fi t?” Saeler said. “A lot of this goes back 
to truck routes. Can you get trucks in and 
out, especially when it comes to distribution? 
We wouldn’t want to land a heavy truck route 
in a small township. Truck routes are our No. 
1 thing.” ■

Saeler steers 
development

Project manager Joe Saeler, right, and engineer Joe Gray at the City Center parking 
garage construction site on April 14, 2016

Extensive work can be seen 
all around Butler County

JOE SAELER

$6-8M

Dollar 
amount 
of grants 
the CDC 
secured 
last year 

for projects 
in Butler 
County  
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 Jordan Grady
 Executive Director
 Butler County Chamber 
 of Commerce
 724-283-2222

 SERVICES PROVIDED:
 • Site Selection
 • Technical Assistance
 • Affordable Business/Industrial 

 Site for Sale
 • Office/Warehouse Space 

 for Lease
 • Competitive Financing Packages
 • Workforce Development
 • Training Seminars
 • Community updates
 • Marketing

 If you are interested in starting or 
 growing your business in our region, 
 please contact us... we would be 
 happy to help!

 BE-1487674
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CDC success storiesCDC success stories

Joe Saeler, executive director of the 
Community Development Corporation of 
Butler County, probably shouldn’t have a 
favorite child, but if he did, it would be the 
huge distribution center that Bayer Corp. 
is building in the Victory Road Industrial 
Park in Clinton Township. Ground has been 

broken for the 220,000-square-foot giant. 
It took more than two years of talks with 
the CDC before things got underway and 
another year before ground was broken. 
SunCap Property Group of Pittsburgh is the 
developer. Bayer is negotiating a 10-year 
lease and expects the building to support 

its Bayer Radiology, a global business which 
supplies medical devices all over the world.

■

In June 2020, the Butler County Cham-
ber of Commerce moved into the same 
building as the CDC in Pullman Center 
Business Park. That’s signifi cant because the 
chamber works closely with the CDC. The 
move enables both organizations to reduce 
expenses by sharing resources, such as sup-
port staff and offi ce machines. It also makes 
communication easy and limits duplication 
of efforts.

According to Jordan Grady, executive 
director of the chamber, the organizations 
had at one time been under one roof, but in 
the early 2000s, the leadership had different 
visions for Butler County and parted ways. 

Things are different with today’s leadership.

“The chamber wanted to serve as a 
promotional arm and a promotional partner 
for the CDC to make the community aware 
of the economic development in Butler 
County,” Grady said. “(The move) didn’t just 
benefi t the two organizations. It benefi t-
ted the County of Butler as a whole for us 
to be together working so closely, having 
that strong partnership with the County of 
Butler and the Growth Collaborative and 
the entities represented by the Growth Col-
laborative.” (See Your Voice Matters, page 6.)

■

Good news for Cherry Valley came in 
the form of Tank Carrier Services when the 
company bought out Altmire Trucking on 
Route 38. The Canadian company took over 

 724-663-1969
 www.kennihans.com

 FINANCING 
 AVAILABLE

 BE-1488288

 A/C System Check A/C System Check
 Limited time offer
 Call for Details

 BE-1487675

Just a few of the projects the Community 
Development Corporation of Butler County has 

accomplished during the past couple of years

Construction is underway at Bayer Corp. building in the Victory Road Industrial 
Park in Clinton Township.
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 BE-1487662

in October and promptly added four wash 
bays to the facility. Altmire’s fl atbed trucking 
and truck repair business has remained 
intact and all the employees were kept on.

“It’s a real capable group,” David Faoro, 
general manager, said of the crew.

TCS was interested in the facility because 
of its proximity to I-80, and that makes it a 
convenient stop for the company’s trucks, 
which haul mostly non-hazardous liquids, 
chief among them wax products, many of 
them originating at a wax refi nery in Smeth-
port, McKean County.

Flatbed trucks and tankers that are owned 
by TCS will be able to stop at the Altmire site 
and get repairs if needed, as well as getting 
washed out in one of the new wash bays. 

“We’re still in startup mode, but so far, so 
good,” Faoro said. “It’s just helped us to have 
a full-service facility there to service both 
our tank business and (fl atbed business). 
Really, it’s going to be our complete terminal 
in that part of the state.”

■

What would you do with $650,000? Joe 
Saeler knows exactly what to do with this 

brownfi eld grant. The federal money — it 
comes from the Environmental Protection 
Agency — is meant to rehab land that is not 
in use and could potentially be contami-
nated, according to https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/brownfi eld_land. Here’s where the 
brownfi eld money is going: “That allows us 
to do Phase I, Phase II of some environmen-
tal studies and clean up some properties 
throughout Butler County,” Saeler said. 

Part of what the CDC does is locate, 
apply and administer grant money for the 
good of Butler County, and that includes 
a lot of rehabbing land and cleaning it up 
for another use. Another grant example is 
one that comes from the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania, known as the H2O PA Act. 
That money is meant for something neces-
sary but unglamorous: the construction of 
drinking water, sanitary sewer and storm 
sewer projects; the construction or renova-
tion of fl ood-control projects; and the repair 
or rehabilitation of high-hazard unsafe dams.

“Right now, one of our major concentra-
tions coming up with the water grants is 
water and sewer,” Saeler said. “That’s where 
we’re going to be concentrating heavily. 

■

With the $2.6 million sale of the AK Steel 
Plant 2 Bantam Avenue property, an era 
really does come to an end. Most of the 
buildings on the 90-acre site, bought by the 
Capital Environmental Risk Transfer Alliance, 
or CERTA, will have to go, especially because 
they no longer meet code, not to mention 
that they are worn out. They once housed a 
stainless processing plant and the American 
Bantam Car Co. However, there is some 
hope that the bricks and foundation will be 
reused. One structure could remain, the 

former Allegheny Axle building, which is 
still structurally solid. Several companies are 
interested in building on the site, either light 
or heavy manufacturing, Saeler said.

The property was attractive because it has 
power, gas, water and railroad lines available. 
CERTA hopes to sell or rent out parcels there.

Don’t expect to see the project completed 
any time soon, however.

“It will be years in the making,” Saeler 
said. “This is a seven- to 10-year project, 
easy.” ■

CERTA Management of Cincinnati acquired the former AK Steel stainless processing 
plant from Cleveland Cliffs late last year. 
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